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INAUGURAL CONFERENCE

MIGRATION IN TIMES
OF POLARIZATION

JUNE 30 & JULY 1, 2025

Faculty of Law (Juridicum),
Top Floor (DachgeschoB)
Schottenbastei 10-16, 1010 Vienna

https://staatsrecht.univie.ac.at/team/vien
na-centre-for-migration-law-
vcml/konferenzen-tagungen/

V VIENNA CENTRE
FOR MIGRATION
AND LAW

PROGRAMME

June 30, 2025

(10:00 Meeting Doctoral Students Network)
12:30 Registration

13:00 Welcome

13:30 Work-in-progress-workshop

15:30 Coffee break

16:00 Work-in-progress-workshop

18:30 Openingremarks

19:00 Opening Keynote: Violeta Moreno-Lax

(Queen Mary University of London)
‘Dehumanization in the New EU Migration

11:30 Panelll: International Protection — The Pivotal

Role of Borders

Model’
Reception
July 1, 2025
08:30 Registration

9:00 Panell: Global Mobility — Migration
Infrastructure and Migrant’s Agency

® Lilian Tsourdi (University of Maastricht): ‘Governing
Migration through Funding: The Implications of the
Whole of Government Approach for Mobility’

® Nora Stappert (University of Copenhagen): ‘Migration
Infrastructures and Migrants’ Rights in Europe’

® Alan Desmond (University of Leicester): ‘Denying them
the Fruits of their Labour?: Why We Should Recognize
Migrants’ Right to Cheaper Remittance Transactions’

® Zvezda Vankova (Lund University) and Albert Kraler
(Krems University): ‘Agency in the Active Refugee
Admission Policies- between Hypervulnerability and
Refugee Entrepreneurship?’

11:00 Coffee break

® Cathryn Costello (UCD Dublin): ‘Fairness in
Asylum: The Lure and Limits of Automation’

® Joyce De Coninck (NYU): ‘Relational Responsibility for
Human Rights Violations at the External Borders of the
EU’

e Judith Kohlenberger (WU Wien): ‘Toward a Politics of
Non-Injury: Denormalizing Border Deaths’

® Sarah Tas (University of Maastricht): ‘The Datafication
of Borders’

13:30 Lunch-buffet

15:00 Panel lll: Modes of Belonging — Structural
Inequalities in Immigration Societies

® Maarten Vink (EUl Florence): ‘The Role of
Citizenship in Immigration Societies: Overcoming
or Perpetuating Inequality?*

® Dana Schmalz (MPI Heidelberg): ‘Integration Through
Participation’

® Anna Goppel (University of Bern): ‘Migration, Types of
Belonging, and Citizenship’

16:30 Coffee break

17:00 Keynote: Ayelet Shachar (University of
California, Berkeley) ‘Stratification of Modes of
Belonging - Olympic Citizenship, Investor
Citizenship and Other Forms of Meritocracy’

End of the Conference
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About VCML:

The Vienna Centre for Migration & Law (VCML) aims to
advance innovative research on migration law and the social
and political dynamics in immigration societies.

The VCML takes a comparative, interdisciplinary approach
and looks at migration law and processes, with a specific
focus on the human rights of migrants. It encourages
research on migration law and the dynamics of immigration
societies. Additionally, it seeks to promote dialogue between
different stakeholders in academia, the judiciary, civil
society, and politics.

To this end, the VCML studies migration in a global context
but specifically focuses on the legal framework and societal
dynamics in Europe and Austria. We particularly emphasize
the role and agency of migrants themselves.

The VCML focuses on migration law and covers topics related
to labour, education and family migration, forced migration,
as well as the legal and societal aspects of the economic,
social and political integration of migrants. This broad,
interdisciplinary focus is reflected in three main research
areas ("streams"):

Global Mobility:

This stream is dedicated to the complex legal framework of
international migration movements and their impact,
covering the dynamics and regulation of labor, education and
family migration, as well as border control and freedom of
movement. The research examines how law and politics
impact the international movement of people and its effects
on migrants and the societies of origin and destination. The
economic, legal and infrastructural conditions of global
migration, as well as the role of cross-border migration
networks and private actors in migration processes, are of
particular interest.

International Protection:

This stream will focus on analyzing the rights and obligations
involved in the granting of international protection. We are
interested in understanding the interaction between national,
European, and international regulations that govern forced
migration, including the implementation of the reformed
Common European Asylum System (CEAS) at a national
level. The emphasis will be on the standards of international
protection, with legal, social, and political factors playing a
central role. Additionally, we will explore the emergence of
new challenges brought about by climate change and
geopolitical shifts, as well as the various practices of
cooperation and externalization of responsibilities.

Modes of Belonging:

The third stream focuses on the legal and social processes of
integration inimmigration societies. It explores the role of the
law in promoting an inclusive society and examines the
conditions under which belonging and social cohesion are
successful in immigration societies. This involves studying
legal mechanisms for establishing the belonging of migrants,
as well as the opportunities for multiple affiliations with both
the country of origin and the country of residence. We are
particularly interested in citizenship law, the rights of
migrants to participate, and social practices of inclusion
such as empowerment, representation, and education, as
well as exclusion, including discrimination and racism.

The "Vienna Centre for Migration & Law" provides a platform
for scientific exchange, interdisciplinary discussions and
engagement with practitioners. It supports innovative
research on the legal framework and social dynamics in
immigration societies, and aims to contribute to the
advancement of migration law and policy in Austria and
Europe.



